
“A California Vaquero Style Horseman” 

Open to all disciplines and levels of riders. 

Seeking Refinement Clinic 

Offering for the First Time in the Midwest 

TOPICS COVERED 

Hand positions, positive and negative  

Understanding the pelvis positions and how to use them  

Use of your legs to create energy to deliver direct and indirect 

signals.  

Upper body weight, how to use it to enhance signals  

Putting multiple signals in concert 

Developing two or more signals to ask your horse for the same 

movement  

More About Mike……….. 

Mike Bridges is an internationally known clinician and bridle 
horseman in the California Vaquero Style with more than fifty 

years of making his living on the back of a horse.  

He began learning the Vaquero tradition as a teenager from 
his grandfather, who advised him to seek out other vaqueros 
to deepen his knowledge. Mike set out to buckaroo on various 
ranches in California and Nevada where he learned from 
those who lived this old tradition. Today he is one of the few 
horsemen who can still build a traditional California Vaquero 

"turn at the touch" Bridle Horse. 

Mike focuses his clinics towards people who have a basic 
foundation in soft, not harsh, horsemanship, these days often 

referred to as Natural Horsemanship. 

He has been written about by Robert M. Miller, DVM in 
Western Horseman in an article titled "Bridges to the Past" in 
the May 1996 issue. Mike also wrote an excellent article for 
Western Horseman in July 1998 - "Vaquero-Style Bridle Bits" - 
What they are and how they work. And, Mike was on the Cov-
er of Western Horseman Magazine with the feature article on 

the "Secrets of Vaquero Horsemanship" in August of 2006.  

 

When:   June 7-10, 2012 

Where: RNR Ranch & Tack 

  St Croix Falls, WI 

 

Cost: Participants  

  $400 for all 3 1/2 days

  

   

  Auditors $50 per day 

 

Info: 715-483-9292 

 

patti@rnrranchandtack.com 

 

www.rnrranchandtack.com 


